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From MOOC to Library 



From MOOC to Library 



Agenda 
 
• What is an interactive tutorial? 
• Why use interactive tutorials? 
• What are some best practices in creating interactive 

tutorials (and tutorials in general)? 
 
• And an example (in progress) 



What is an interactive tutorial? 
Definition varies. 
 

For my purposes, an interactive tutorial  
• Is self-paced 
• Is independently accessed 
• Doesn’t require monitoring 

 



What is an interactive tutorial? 
Examples 

o Some have game-like qualities 

 



From Lycoming College 
Library’s Secret Agent in 
the Library for English 
106 Tutorial: 
https://www.lycoming.ed
u/library/instruction/tutori
als/secretAgent.aspx 
 

https://www.lycoming.edu/library/instruction/tutorials/secretAgent.aspx
https://www.lycoming.edu/library/instruction/tutorials/secretAgent.aspx
https://www.lycoming.edu/library/instruction/tutorials/secretAgent.aspx


What is an interactive tutorial? 
Examples 

o Some have game-like qualities 
o Others involve links and self-paced activities within a web 

document 

 



From the University of Pennsylvania Libraries’ ABC’s of Web Literacy: Interactive Tutorial 
http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/guides/tutorials/webliteracy/ 
 

http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/guides/tutorials/webliteracy/


What is an interactive tutorial? 
Examples 

o Some have game-like qualities 
o Others involve links and self-paced activities within a web 

document 
o Still others are self-contained with a combination of 

instruction, additional information, and quiz options 

 



From Eastern Michigan 
University Library’s 
Understanding 
Plagiarism tutorial: 
http://www.emich.edu/li
brary/help/plagiarism/ 
 
 

http://www.emich.edu/library/help/plagiarism/
http://www.emich.edu/library/help/plagiarism/


University of Arizona Library’s Evaluating Information: 
http://library.uvm.edu/guide_on_the_side/tutorial/evaluating-information 
 

http://library.uvm.edu/guide_on_the_side/tutorial/evaluating-information


What is an interactive tutorial? 
Examples 

o Some have game-like qualities 
o Others involve links and self-paced activities within a web 

document 
o Still others are self-contained with a combination of 

instruction, additional information, and quiz options 
o Or any combination of the above and more! 



What is an interactive tutorial? 
Interactivity can also involve giving choices to the 
viewer: 

• View entire video 
• Skip to certain key concepts 
• Review sections as needed 
 



From NCSU Libraries’ Videos and Interactive Guides: Finding Articles with Summon, Videos 
and Quiz: http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/articles/summon1.php 
 

http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/articles/summon1.php


Why use interactive tutorials? 
Theory of active learning 
• By being active participants in the learning 

process 
• Students learn more 
• Students retain more 



Why use interactive tutorials? 
Enhance library instruction sessions: 

• Create instruction that can extend beyond the physical 
classroom 

• Provide learners opportunities to review concepts on 
their own 

• Save time by creating interactive FAQs of commonly 
asked questions 



Why use interactive tutorials? 
Meets the needs of a variety of types of students: 

• On-campus students 
• Distance students 
• Full & Part-timers 
• Adult learners 
• Basically, everyone! 



Why use interactive tutorials? 
Meets special needs of a variety of types of 
students: 
• Students with disabilities 
• English-language learners 
• Less confident students 



An Opportunity for Collaboration 
For instructors 

• Reusable course- or goal-specific tutorials  
• Especially for online programs of study 

• Faculty outreach 
• Learning management systems: Moodle, Sakai, 

Blackboard 
• Student projects? 

 



Best Practices 
ALWAYS start with a plan 
• Write learning objectives or questions that the tutorial will 

answer 
• Storyboard 

• Many software programs used to create interactive tutorials can use 
Powerpoint presentations as a starting point 

• Script (for video using audio) 
• Say it before you record it! 

 



Best Practices 
Creating the tutorial 

• Consider your audience 
• Specific class or program?  General audience? 

• Keep it short 
• Incorporate audio and video if you can 

• Address multiple learning styles 



An Example in Progress 
Durham Tech offers plagiarism and citation 
workshops a few times each semester to anyone 
who wants to attend. 

 



An Example in Progress 
As with most one-stop instruction, so much to 
cover… so little time. 



The Question 
 

How can we use interactive tutorials to give 
our students more opportunities for practice 

on these concepts? 



The Plan 
• Create individual tutorials that go over the 

bibliographic citations for common resource 
types other than journal articles 

• But what else to include?   
• Searching? 
• Limiting results? 
• Interpreting the bibliographic record? 



The Plan 
• Or just a resource and a citation? 

 
• How do you decide?? 



The Plan 
 Powerpoint storyboard 
 Diagram to narrow down 

focus 
 Include where interactive 

elements will go 
• Know what your 

software can do 
 Outline screencast (if doing) 
 Script 

 Record! 
 



Wrap Up & Review 
Two biggest benefits: 
• Enhance already existing library instructional 

resources 
• Meet the needs of a  
     variety of learners 
 
Questions? 
 

 



Resouces 
Peer-Reviewed Instructional Materials Online 

• PRIMO: http://primodb.org/ 
Want to learn more about tutorial tools? 

• NCCCLRA presentation from 2013: “A Team Approach to Creating Library 
Tutorials Using Terrific Tools”: http://libguides.cfcc.edu/lra2013documents 

Want to learn more about instructional design? 
• Web-Based Instruction That Works, 3rd Ed. Web Supplement: 

http://www.alaeditions.org/web-extra-web-based-instruction 
 
 
 

http://primodb.org/
http://primodb.org/
http://libguides.cfcc.edu/lra2013documents
http://www.alaeditions.org/web-extra-web-based-instruction
http://www.alaeditions.org/web-extra-web-based-instruction


Resouces 
Want to learn more about best practices and planning a tutorial?  

• University of Washington’s School of Nursing A Guide to Creating Interactive 
Tutorials: 
http://www.son.washington.edu/portals/nursed/Enhancements/CreatingInt
eractiveTutorials/default.asp 
 

Even the Library of Congress is making interactive tutorials! 
• Taking the Mystery Out of Copyright: 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/?# 
 

http://www.son.washington.edu/portals/nursed/Enhancements/CreatingInteractiveTutorials/default.asp
http://www.son.washington.edu/portals/nursed/Enhancements/CreatingInteractiveTutorials/default.asp
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/?


A Quick Announcement 
Go check out the NC 
LIVE table in the 
exhibit space to give 
your input on the NC 
LIVE website and get 
some swag! 



Contact info 
 
 

Meredith Lewis 
meredila@gmail.com 

 

http://www.alaeditions.org/web-extra-web-based-instruction
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