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What is IPEDS?
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)

● 12 interrelated annual surveys collected over three collection periods (Fall, 
Winter, and Spring) > Academic Libraries survey

● National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), est. 1992 U.S. Department 
of Education 

● Completion of all IPEDS surveys is mandatory for all institutions that 
participate in, or are applicants for participation in, any federal financial 
assistance program authorized by Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965

● Reporting data from PREVIOUS fiscal year. > July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 



URL: surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/

https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/


Changes to 2020-21 form: https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/public/changes-to-the-current-year

https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/public/changes-to-the-current-year


History Note
Annual reporting through 2013 college libraries alternated:

Even Years - IPEDS - Academic Libraries survey

Odd years - North Carolina Higher Education Data (NCHED) - A-6 Academic 
Library Survey

Beginning with 2014 the IPEDS Academic Libraries survey become annual.



Titles, not volumes

Books, Media, & 
Serials: Initial circs 

ONLY

Section 1: 
Collections & Circulation 

HELP!!!

E-books &  
E-media Usage 
ONLY. No serials.



Data Error Alert. 
You MUST respond 





ALL subscriptions

Section 2: 
Expenses $$





What is the ACRL Academic Library Trends and 
Statistics Survey?

https://acrl.countingopinions.com/ 
● Administered by the Association of College & Research Libraries (ALA)
● Includes all the the IPEDS Academic Libraries survey questions
● Much more extensive and detailed than IPEDS
● Voluntary - Membership not required to respond 
● Includes option to download IPEDS data file to upload in the IPEDS system
● Respondents allowed access to the data summary results, including backfile
● Discount on annual subscription to the full data set  

acrlsupport@countingopinions.com   1-800-542-9847

https://acrl.countingopinions.com/index.php
mailto:acrlsupport@countingopinions.com




Added to IPEDS this year



Colleague: XDBR, XIFR
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Questions?
Charles P. Wiggins
cpwiggins@isothermal.edu
(828) 395-1306

Presentation URL: https://bit.ly/IPEDS-ACRL 

mailto:cpwiggins@isothermal.edu
https://bit.ly/IPEDS-ACRL

